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Abstract

Like other forms of marginalization, misogyny feeds on negative stereotypes
associated with the targeted group. These stereotypes are dominant in society,
perpetuated through discourse, and often perceived as normal. Participatory
dictionaries, popular sources of information for people from childhood onward,
are one of the platforms where online misogyny is produced. Given the influence
of these dictionaries, investigating and revealing misogyny in them may require
rethinking and questioning the social assumptions about the female sex in the
online environment. Though misogyny does not always result in direct violence, it
mentally feeds violence against women. Investigating it in online environments is
therefore vital, especially in a world where individuals are increasingly becoming
socialized and learning judgments about their sex identities in digital spaces. This
study aims to uncover discriminatory and misogynistic discourses against women
in participatory dictionaries. For this purpose, its examination is conducted using
the oldest and most popular dictionaries in Turkey—namely, Eksi Sozluk (1999),
Instela (2004 at ITU-2015 at Instela), Uludag Sozlik (2005), and Inci Sozlik (2009).
A total of 684 entries containing misogynistic elements under the topic of women
are analyzed in this study. In line with the purpose of this study, these entries are
analyzed using van Dik's ideological square technique. Our analysis reveals that
discriminatory language is used against women, describing them as creatures or
non-human entities through the use of negative adjectives. In addition to direct
misogyny, such as insults and belittlement, indirect misogyny is also found among
the entries, including victimization and objectification.
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Kadin dismanligy, tipki diger otekilestirme bicimleri gibi, hedef alinan gruba yanelik,
toplumda egemen olan, hatta normal olarak gorulen kadin varligina yonelik
olumsuz kliselerinden (stereotiplerden) beslenmekte ve soylem araciligiyla iletilerek
yeniden uretilmektedir. Cevrimici kadin dusmanhginin dretildigi alanlardan biri olan
Katiimci Sozlukler, bireylerin cacukluktan itibaren basvurduklar bilgi kaynaklarindan
biridir. Sozluklerin etkisi ve vayginligl nedeniyle sozluklerdeki kadin dusmanhginin
arastinimasl ve ifsa edilmesi, cevrimici alanda da kadin cinsiyeti Uzerindeki toplumsal
kabuller uzerine veniden dusunmeyi, sorgulamayi gerektiricektir. Dogrudan
siddetle her zaman sonuglanmasa da kadina yonelik siddeti zihnen besleyen kadin
dusmanhginin cevrimici alanlarda da arastiriimasi, bireylerin giderek daha ¢ok cinsiyet
kimliklerine dair yargilari dijital alanlarda ogrenerek toplumsallastigl bir evrende daha
da onemlihale gelmistir. Buamacla, Turkiye'deki en eskive populer sozlukler olmalari
bakimindan Eksi Sozlik (1999), Instela (2004te ITU-2015'te Instela), Uludag Sozlik
(2005) ve Inci Sozluk (2009) uzerinden bir inceleme vapilmistir. Incelemeye alinan
sozluklerde, kadin basligl altindaki mizojinik unsurlar iceren 684 entry incelenmistir.
Galismanin amaci dogrultusunda, "kadin” bashigr altindaki entryler, van Dijk'in ideolojik
dordul alan kare teknigiyle incelenmistir. Inceleme sonucunda, kadinlara karsi
atekilestirici bir dil kullanildigl, kadinlardan "yaratik’; "varlik” gibi sozcuklerle insandan
baska bir turmus gibi bahsedildigi, kadinlan tanimlamak icin olumsuz sifatlara
basvuruldugu gorulmustur. Hakarete basvurma, asagilama vb. dogrudan mizojini
ile birlikte kurbanlastirma, mantiga burtndirme gibi dolayli yoldan da mizojiniye
basvuruldugu tespit edilmistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Toplumsal cinsiyet, mizojini, yeni medya, katilimca sozlukler,
kadin calismalari
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Advancements in internet technology have brought forth diverse interactions
in which individuals can express themselves, taking the circulation of
language out of the hands of institutionalized media and placing it in the
hands of individuals instead.! While new media environment provides a
means of participation in democracy for the disadvantaged groups who cannot
make their voices heard in the society, it has also turned into an environment
wherein people are trapped in their own echo chambers, causing polarization,
resentment, and hostility toward the other. Castells, noticed the emergence
of internet networks during the early stages of the development of Web 2.0
technologies, including blogs, Youtube, Myspace, social media platforms,
as the number of users increased (2008, 90). McLuhan’s “global village”
notion was reformulated by Volkmer as “global communication networks,”
(2003, 11) refers to a new public discourse. Rather than passively watching,
Benkler (2006), claims that these global networks enable people to interact
with others by actively participating in the public sphere. As a consequence,
it was expected that the democratic environment provided by the internet
would give individuals with a platform to construct their own agenda.
Participatory dictionaries are a part of the new media environment and offer
a chat environment in which people can freely express their ideas by leaving
comments on any topic anonymously, regardless of their understanding

1  First draft of this paper was presented on the 11* of February in 2021 at the II. International-
World Women Conference, but not fully published for the revision.
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or knowledge. While a public contingency is ascribed to participatory
dictionaries due to discourses of freedom, the dictionaries are also those areas
in which socially produced negative stereotypes circulate through language
and discourses.

Clichés that are socially produced and transmitted through language
and discourses are stereotypes that shape individuals’ ideas about certain
events, people or groups, and which shape their attitudes and behaviors. As
individuals individuate themselves by socializing, their judgments about
women and men are shaped through the repertoire of the society in which
they live. Through language, individuals serve to reinforce and normalize
prejudices against certain groups and individuals by repeating the stereotypes
in their social repertoire. According to Basow (1986), gender stereotypes and
clichés are traits, behaviors, and roles that are often classified as “feminine”
and “masculine”, and are often assigned by members of a particular culture
to ascribe behaviors toward both sexes. Gender stereotypes affect our
expectations in different areas of daily life. In social life, women are mostly
evaluated by their appearance rather than by their achievements, works, or
qualifications (Fredrickson and Roberts 1997).

Misogyny is defined in the 1656 edition of the Oxford English Dictionary
as the hatred or humiliation of women (Holland 2012). Holland has tried to
write a history of misogyny and hatred toward women to explore the roots
of that hatred and thereby prepare societies to overcome it (2012). Misogyny
spans a wide spectrum, from curses written on toilet walls to the frenzy of a
serial murderer. Holland (2012) argues that misogyny is based on a fear men
have that arises from the differences between themselves and women, as men
have considered women as "the other” (non-man) since the very beginning of
human history. Misogyny is considered to be a feeling of hostility toward the
female gender, the “disgust or hatred” toward women as an undifferentiated
social category, or the hatred or contempt for women and girls (Gilmore 2010;
Walker 2022). Misogyny is deeply embedded in patriarchal norms and social
power structures that create everyday examples of sexism (Manne 2017;
Dickel and Evolvi 2022).

In her book Loving with a Vengeance, Tania Modelski, an American feminist,
argues that the good woman /mother and bad / provocative female characters
are ideologically juxtaposed through television series, and that therefore the
audience prefers the good mother over the bad women, who is generally
constructed as “evil” and/or “the other” through the use of camera tricks.
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Comparatively, the man is fictionalized as an insane sex object that is both
cursed and forgiven. As stereotypes are socially constructed, when individuals
internalize stereotypes they also internalize social values, making stereotypes
appear normal and their existence unquestionable (Modleski 2008). The fact
that women are valued with their appearance and men are remembered for
their achievements is related to gender-specific social stereotypes. In addition
to the widespread use of stereotypes in daily life through language, frequent
use of these stereotypes in media contents normalizes gender stereotypes.

A Short History of Gender and New Media

As computers and networked technology take center stage as mainstays of
globalization and macroeconomic change, the view that professions related
to information processing belong to men has become increasingly prolific
in areas such as advertising, software design, hacking, and video games.
The software and computer games of the 1980s were dominated by highly
sexualized depictions of women, along with themes of militarism and male
violence (Lien 2013). As novels, movies, and television often portray men who
break through barriers and assert their will using advanced weapons, popular
culture increasingly reduces women to the role of objects, and thus high
technology has become increasingly fetishistic (Gibson 1994). Since the mid-
1980s, there has been a significant decline in female enrollment in computer
science courses, causing female participation to fall in computer industries
across the world (Wilson 2003). According to Cockburn and Ormrod (1993,
203), extreme gender discrimination at schools and job markets, as well as the
prevalence of different role models propounding men as strong, dexterous,
and technologically equipped and women as physically and technically
incompetent, have caused women to sacrifice important aspects of their
feminine identity in order to increase their involvement in technical fields.
Felstead et al. (2007) reveal that men are more likely to be involved in jobs
involving the use of complex and advanced computers or computer-based
equipment, and that women are largely excluded from technical design
processes (Felstead et al. 2007; Wajcman 2010). Feminist studies dealing with
sexism in the field of science and technology that focus on women’s access to
and use of technology has shifted toward studies that examine how gender
is constructed within technologies. In particular, the way technology reflects
gender differences and inequalities is discussed in feminist literature. Feminist
studies have begun to examine not only the monopoly of men in technology,
but also the way gender is embedded in technology itself (Wajcman 2010, 145).
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By the 1990s, feminist studies began to take a close interest in the power
of new media as an alternative tool for networking the activities of women'’s
groups. Efforts by female feminist groups to break the monopoly of men in
employment areas requiring technical expertise and to increase autonomy and
technical competence have come to the fore. The importance of the internet for
women’s activism was clearly understood by the time of the 1995 Fourth World
Conference on Women in Beijing. At the end of the conference, the importance
of the use of internet technologies was emphasized, ensuring that messages
concerning women'’s issues would be transmitted from first-hand narratives
without being dependent on the mainstream media and without the selection
and publication of that media. The conference also expressed the importance
of using this new tool as an alternative space for women’s groups was also
expressed (Pollock and Sutton 1999, 83). Feminist groups have effectively
used this new tool to quickly reach and organize wide masses. Thanks to the
global network, feminism has managed to gather supporters from all over
the world and has introduced women’s issues to the world agenda. As digital
activism of these groups has strengthened in new media, so feminist activism
is strengthened its effect and influence on governments.

New media allows individuals to interact with others and causes the
spread of extremist, racist, and misogynistic groups. Borum (2011) stated that
communities such as these can foster the formation of subcultures in which
individuals can develop a common value system for justifying various deviant
or criminal activities. Evidence of subcultures directly targeting women in
modern society are increasing (Dragiewicz 2008; Gotell and Dutton 2016).
These groups have emerged partially from online forums and communities
that promote anti-feminist beliefs and the need to protect men’s rights,
particularly in the context of divorce and parenting decisions (Gotell and
Dutton 2016). Diverse beliefs expressed by participants in forums and social
media, whether due to a political, religious or racial reason, encourage the use
of violence to achieve their goals (Holt et al. 2017).

Features of the internet, such as being anonymous, global, and
transnational, allowing for rapid interaction, and bringing together people
with similar ideas through algorithms, make it easier for hate speech to spread
(Brown 2018). Therefore, it is argued that extremist groups were among the
first to adopt the internet because they can more easily find like-minded
people, avoid censorship, and spread verbal violence (Gerstenfeld et al.
2003). The perceived safety of online spaces also allows individuals to express
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ideas that they cannot share in public due to fear of social rejection or a lack
of shared values in physical peer networks (Holt et al. 2017). One of these
subgroups mentioned above is misogyny, popularized by spreading through
networks under anti-feminism. Popular misogyny is often intertwined with
“lad cultures”, a collective mindset, and a culture of hyper-masculine that
promotes male bonding and tends to view women as sexualized objects
(Phipps et al. 2018). While lad cultures are evident in offline contexts, it
reveals toxic forms of anti-feminism that have increasingly developed on
social media and are gaining ground in the online manosphere (Farrell et al.
2019; Maaranen and Tienari 2020).

Popular Misogyny Online

According to Wrisley (2021), while misogyny refers to negative feelings or
emotional orientations toward women as a group, sexismis an institutionalized
expression of misogyny on individual issues such as the systematic action of
prejudice and discrimination, lower wages for women, and comprehensive
reproductive health. According to Anderson (2014), sexism emerges in two
forms, as hostility to women or as benevolent sexism. Hostile sexism stems
from apparent hostile feelings toward women, particularly negative feelings
toward women who do not conform to traditional gender stereotypes.
Hostile sexism seeks to legitimize male power, traditionalize gender roles,
and the exploitation of women by men as sexual objects through derogatory
characterizations. Additionally, benevolent sexism includes behaviors toward
women that seem positive but are actually domineering and treat women as
relatively powerless. Benevolent sexists characterize women as pure creatures
who need protection from men, reflecting the view that women should be
loved by men and that they are necessary creatures for the completion of men.

Wrisley (2021) conducted an analysis of misogyny and pointed out that
since misogyny is an emotion involving hatred toward women, emotions
such as fear, love, desire, shame, and disgust can also be directed at women
(Nussbaum 2003). Wrisley (2021) offers a comprehensive feminist discussion
of misogyny and argues that, when women do not conform to patriarchal
ideology, misogyny in action, such as sexual assault, harassment, intimate
partner violence, strangulation, and femicide, cannot be understood with hate
speech alone, misogyny is also associated with the idea that women deserve
to be mistreated and morally inferior.

By examining the period of Western Neoliberalism’s rising right-wing
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governments between 2007 and 2018, Bratich and Banet-Weiser (2019) not
that violence against women, immigrants, people of color, and refugees has
increased dramatically, and emphasize that misogynistic groups organized
online felt their masculinity threatened and united in blaming women. Self-
confidence guru teachings for men who are fueled by the capitalist ideology
have created a mass misogyny through online communities, retargeting
women as the victims of violence in a powerful way.

Maxwell et al. (2020) examined the shared experiences, comments, and
expressions of users on the Reddit, a popular misogynistic manosphere
platform, by analyzing 834 comments under the top 100 posts. Through
thematic analysis, the researchers identified two female prototypes, “Femoid”
and “Stacy”, juxtaposed against a masculine male prototype known as
“Chad”. Based on the comments made at the end of the study, being an “incel”
(meaning an involuntarily celibate) was positioned against other men called
“normal”. According to the comments analyzed in the study, Stacy represents
a physically attractive woman (not overweight and possessing feminine
charm) who is interested in men with physical strength, money, and status.
Comparatively, Femoids are depicted as unattractive women who indoctrinate
girls with anti-male sentiments to keep incels single. In contrast to incel,
Chads are socially approved as the ideal partner due to their power and status
in society. Another notable aspect of this study was that incel commentators
rejected conformity to the physical attractiveness standards imposed by the
patriarchal capitalist system for an ideal male; they nevertheless desired Stacy-
like women who conformed to society’s imposed beauty standards. A further
important point made in the study was that incel commentators reduced
women to an objectified status by ranking their traditional attractiveness on a
point scale in response to their own experienced social and romantic rejection.

Another study examined online incel communities as a subculture and
linked the reasons for misogyny expressed in their comments to three main
justifications. First, men are oppressed under the power of modern women
in the current social system. Second, the belief in women'’s inherent evil is
rooted in their biological nature. Third, pressure is exerted on men by the
capitalist system’s emphasis on physical attractiveness for both men and
women (O'Malley et al. 2022). All of these justifications have been found to
legitimize general hostility toward society and hatred and violence toward
women (O'Malley et al. 2022). Masculine identity is considered a significant
source of tension guiding the formation of online anti-women subcultures.
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While femininity is considered as a permanent biological maturity function
(puberty), masculinity is perceived as a highly specific set of features,
behaviors, and responsibilities that are difficult to achieve, easily lost, and that
are often under threat. Therefore, masculinity is deemed as an insecure social
status that is both hard-won and precarious (Bosson et al. 2006).

Methods

Unlike other studies, the present study searched for the traces of “misogyny”
in the entries of male authors who do not define themselves as “incel” or
“misogynist”, under the entry “what is a woman?” Therefore, this study aims
to reveal how misogyny is produced and legitimized through new media, not
only through feminism but also through sexist stereotypes against women.
474 pages were examined for this purpose: 270 pages in Eksisozliik, 90 pages
in Instela, 19 pages in Incisézliik, 95 pages in Uludagsozliik, under the title of
women. Each page was imported into the Maxqda Analytics Pro 22 computer
software program, used to perform qualitative analysis via the import web
pages tab by URL. In accordance with the sampling frame, the aim was to
examine the misogynistic elements in the cited pages and to focus on the
negative entries under the title of “women” and the comments of the dictionary
authors. A total of 5,955 entries were reviewed under the title of “women in
the participatory dictionaries” and 684 entries having misogynous features
were investigated. Both features were preferred as the units of analysis.

According to van Dijk (1993), critical discourse analysis examines
the discourse in which unequal and unfair power and power relations are
misused in the language used therein. Critical discourse analysts study
how inequality and domination are re-established through discourse in
daily life. In this sense, topics related to immigrants, refugees, and male
dominance are suitable for critical discourse analysis. In this study, a critical
discourse analysis was conducted to reveal how male dominant discourse is
constructed in participatory dictionaries that emerge as a male universe in
new media. Definitions of the “other” may be roughly racist or carry hidden
negative ideas about refugees. In addition to qualifying them, conservative
speakers will typically reverse this role for in-group members when in-group
and out-group polarization defines our own people as victims. Ideological
analysis begins with the definition of the actors by themselves. The actors
are addressed as group members or individuals in terms of their supposed
qualities, positions, or relationships with other people (van Dijk 1993). The
main reason to focus only on male user comments in the study is to reveal
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the sexist discourse containing hostility harbored by men within the general
population. Therefore, how male users praise themselves and denigrate
“women” in their discourses as the other, and how they refer to and generalize
them as a group, was examined using van Dijk’s ideological square technique.

Considering the dictionary entries, it was found that male dictionary
authors use a first person plural (we) when talking about their same sex, and a
third person plural (they) when talking about the opposite sex. In this respect,
instead of syntactic analysis such as the active passive, this study considered
the language of “us” and “them” that are used by male users to marginalize
women. van Dijk (1993) refers to the discourses of “us” and “them” considered
within the scope of strategies such as victimization, authority, traditional
theme, classification, comparison, political strategy, denial, distancing,
dramatization, empathy, euphemism, heredity, explanation, reasoning,
generalization, exaggeration, and irony. Among these strategies, since
the male authors use traditional themes, victimization, classification, and
rationalization, several of these strategies were placed in the coding scheme
by considering those codes that were to be extracted from the texts. It was
observed that gender-specific stereotypes for the female gender were used
in the entries analyzed. The codes of women’s maternal role and women'’s
nature were examined under the main code of invoking the traditional theme.
Considering the examined texts, several sub-categories, such as the educational
role of mothers, the idea of women being blessed with motherhood, and the
glorification of motherhood, were identified under the under the identity of
motherhood. In addition, several sub-codes, such as the depiction of women
as devils or angels, being emotional, being beautiful, being stylish and well-
groomed, and being aesthetically and sexually attractive were reached under
the code of women’s nature.

Among those entries taken for analysis, it was observed that misogyny is
produced in two ways: directly and indirectly. It was determined that several
insults describing women and several diverse expressions degrading the
female gender were used, and that women were also defined as the enemies
of men. Since there was no implicit expression on the discourse, these themes
were directly placed in the code system as sub-codes of misogyny. In addition,
it was understood that women were also classified as “Kezban” (female name
with a negative connotation) and that men resorted to victimization to try and
demonstrate that the innocent party in male-female romantic relationships was
that of men, therefore placing misogyny on ostensibly logical grounds. These
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themes were indirectly determined as sub-codes of the code of misogyny.

The study had used two types of coding. First, several keywords such as
devil/angel, beautiful, well-groomed, ugly, stupid, smart, motherhood were
determined, and phrase and sentence groups were automatically coded to
determine the gender stereotypes that would fall under the traditional theme
within the texts. Sentence groups that were irrelevant and would fall under
a separate code were distinguished within the automatic coding. Secondly,
manual coding was carried out on all of the entries examined. To help the
second researcher conduct the coding, code definitions were made for each
code using the memolink. The rate of intercoder reliability between the
researchers was found to be 95%.

Invoking the Traditional Theme

In the participatory dictionaries, misogyny is fed by the stereotypes about
gendertoward women. Therefore, gender stereotypes were examined under the
strategy of invoking the traditional theme. As a result of the coding, stereotypes
about women were used under four main headings. Among these stereotypes
within the analyzed texts, personality traits claimed to exist in women and
generalized to all women were identified in 69 comments, stereotypes based
on women's physical characteristics such as being stylish, well-groomed, and
attractive and beautiful, were identified in 138 comments, stereotypes about
women’s maternal identity were identified in 124 comments, and stereotypes
about women being innocent or evil were identified in 97 comments. In some
comments, women'’s personal and biological characteristics, such as being
jealous, talking a lot, and being irritable were attributed to hormonal changes
in their body. In addition to binary comparisons of women such as ugly-
beautiful and “blonde” fool-clever, women were expressed with negative
adjectives such as selfish, self-interested, unfaithful, unreliable, greedy,
capricious, humorless, vengeful, and unsympathetic.

In the participatory dictionary entries analyzed in this study, it was stated
that women are useless without their sexual organs, that they were created
as a subspecies of men, and that they are simple, low-capacity primate, and
humanoid creatures. Both misogynistic and insulting expressions were used
to describe women in the dictionaries. Several insulting expressions were
used in the analyzed entries, including “God-given awkwardness”, “the

creature using crying as a weapon”, “selfish”, “chatterer”, “parasitic”, “crazy”,
“petticoat”, “lower model of man, upper model of monkey”, “the kind that
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was born to drive men crazy”, “unreliable”, “food processor” and “TV remote
without a mute button”. As a result of the coding, it was found that the two
most dominant features among these adjectives attributed to women were
emotionality and jealousy. In those entries made under the title of women,
the emotional nature of women was mentioned in 27 comments and their
jealousy in 13 comments, wherein the jealousy of women was referred to the
jealousy of both men and women.

In the entries it was stated that, because women have low self-confidence
and do not love themselves, they may be jealous of anything desirable that
they do not possess, such as beauty, success, social status, youth, money,
and power. In addition, several entries also emphasized that women cannot
really love anyone and that therefore they are unreliable. It was also stated
that women do not pursue happiness but instead aim only to show off. In
the examined forums, it was observed that the stereotypes of men being
physically strong and women being fragile and therefore emotional are also
reflected in line with social stereotypes toward women and men prevalent
in society. It was emphasized that emotionality is brought by the biological
nature of women, and that by using the sensuality of women, men could
make women do whatever they want. Among the entries assessed in this
study, the emotional nature of women has been evaluated as a weakness of
women. It was also claimed that women can never think clearly because they
are emotional, and many comments stated that women use their emotionality
as a manipulation tool to influence men.

In addition, it was observed by the researchers that another traditional
theme regarding the nature of women is used in stereotypes based on the
physical characteristics of women, such as being stylish, well-groomed,
attractive, and beautiful. Under the title of woman, it was found that women
were mostly defined by the word beautiful (in a total of 94 entries), followed
by attractive (30 entries), sexually attractive (16 entries), and stylish and well-
groomed (14 entries). In those entries that emphasized the beauty of women,
women were considered beautiful because of their physical appearance,
including having a more aesthetically beautiful body than men. In some
comments, women’s beauty was considered a gift to men in order to make
men’s lives life more beautiful, while other comments portrayed women'’s
beauty, attractiveness, and charm as dangerous to men. Some of the comments
advised that men should simultaneously be afraid and even stay away from
women who are beautiful and intelligent.
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It was observed the researchers that the capitalist patriarchal discourse
that women should be beautiful and attractive, and this sentiment was also
found to dominate the language used in the entries. In the entries it was stated
that women gain social value depending on several qualities such as being
stylish and well-groomed, making men pursue them romantically, smelling
good, being blonde, wearing make-up, wearing high heels, and being
aesthetically attractive. In the entries, women are also defined as supra-male
beings that can walk around in the office with sundress in winter and a roll
neck top and jacket in summer. In the entries, being young was considered one
of the most important elements that adds attractiveness and value to women.
Comparatively, it was stated in the entries that men are not subject to such a
classification, while women'’s attractiveness has been categorized by age.

The third traditional theme related to women concerns the identity of
motherhood, and that, since women both give birth to and raise men, they
are valued with the role of motherhood; they are defined as sacred beings
as they carry the genetics of the Turkish lineage and as creatures who create
human beings with their body and who can become mothers. It was stated
that mothers shape society through the individuals they help to raise, and that
therefore only women can only raise men who respect women. On analysis
of the entries, it was observed that both motherhood and women who can
bear children were sanctified in the language used. It has been claimed in the
entries that women who cannot become mothers are therefore useless, that
women gain value only through motherhood, and that women who cannot
become mothers will go insane later in life due to their hormones. In addition,
it was also stated in the entries that women can get rid of their poor qualities
only when they become mothers, by destroying their jealousy, selfishness,
infidelity, cruelty, lying, and by being greedy, which are identified with and
claimed to be fundamental to the nature of women.

Without exception, they all want men with money. She expects everything from
a man, let him ask her out and be the first to remember special days and buy
gifts. She thinks herself holy just because she is strong-willed. Those who can
be mothers are sacred. War comes out of two things in life; money and women
[...] Spend a week at most; more will ruin both of you (@prensipleriolanadam,
December 29, 2015).

It was also observed that the most common stereotype regarding gender
used in the analyzed entries was the “angel/devil” stereotype. The language
used regarding the identity and existence of women tried to place women
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within a narrow dichotomy as being either “innocent” through “angelization”
or as “unpredictable/untrustworthy” demonic entities that “deceive men”.
In the entries, although women are described as “innocent” for reasons such
as self-sacrifice, being a mother, and being full of love, they are also often
portrayed as “devils”, with several negative descriptions, such as the devil’s
soldier, the devil’s caliph, one who plays both sides against the middle, one
who is in league with the devil, and as owners of original sin. In addition,
women were presented as the source of strife and mischief, as being more
inclined to evil than men, and as taking advantage of men by using their
own weaknesses. Women were described in 39 comments as being strange
to understand, strange, unclear regarding what they wanted, and the most
difficult and complex creature in the world.

My mother used to warn me all the time not to lie to women, ‘Look, son, don’t lie
to women and deceive them’ [...] Time passed and she would add, ‘Look, baby,
don’t believe women, there’s a devil hanging from every strand of their hair (@
ocean ocean, August 25, 2013).

As a result, it was observed that some of the stereotypes attributed to
women by society are repeated in the participatory dictionaries assessed in this
study. Considering the female gender, many arguments, such as the physical
weakness of women, their inability to drive automobiles well, their pursuit
of rich men, and their use of sexual attraction to seduce men, in parallel with
the traditional way of thinking in society, were used to humiliate the female
gender. Several traits such as childishness, clumsiness, emotionality, jealousy
and marriage lover were also observed as being attributed to women in the
dictionary entries, thereby showing that their authors resorted to traditional
themes of the female gender. A common male discourse has emerged that
women should be avoided through descriptions specific to women’s nature,
such as having intelligence and beauty, being associated with the devil, and
having an unreliable nature. Men’s efforts to understand or define women
have turned into a kind of fear of women.

Direct/Indirect Recourse to Misogyny

Considering the entries under the heading of women, hostility toward
women emerged in two forms: directly and indirectly. An examination of the
texts used in this study revealed that that women were directly insulted in 26
comments, that hostile expressions were used against women in 22 comments,
and that women were directly humiliated without any categorization or
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comparison in eight comments. It was also observed that humiliations against
women were made only due to qualities claimed by the entry authors as being
specific to women. Women were also expressed as being vile, bad, dirty, filthy,
chatterboxes, greedy, and incompletely intelligent beings.

The 2™ class woman adores money so much that when she gets the chance, she
can forget even her values such as motherhood and companionship (which is
actually a duty given to the mother by nature) that she uses to cover up her vile
dirty and evil spirit. For the 2" class women, motherhood can get rid of her
honorable behaviors such as a good companion (not in an honorable situation,
but a duty given by nature only) without losing any time, and it can even turn into
a despicable, unclean and bad spiritually corrupted entity. We also understand
from this that the 2™ class woman is a vile, dirty and evil being instead of having
the good qualities such as motherhood and honor (@kuba ulku ocaklari, March
10, 2012).

In the entries, it was determined that women were defined and insulted
through reference to their genitals and are considered immoral, disgusting,
useless, unqualified, and parasitic creatures. Considering the insults to
women used in the entries, women were found to be generally insulted
because they are prudish, want to dominate men, and because they aim to
take advantage of men’s money. As another striking feature in the entries,
similar to the results of the studies on incel men (Farrell et al. 2019; Gotell
and Dutton 2016; Maxwell et al. 2020; O'Malley et al., Holt 2022), diverse
insults and hostile expressions were used against women who rejected men
because they did not want to have a premarital relationship with them. In
the entries, several clichés of women suggesting that women should be at
home and do not know how to drive have been used together with hostile
expressions toward women. Women were shown to be targets through the
use of statements denigrating them as a group through direct hatred, grudges,
and hostility, which furthermore suggested that women deserve all kinds of
maltreatment.

The women I mistreated all liked me, such a different mob. If you are a good guy,
then the problem is that you. Don’t treat them well, when you treat women well,
they turn into a Kezban, but when you treat them badly, they turn into angels.
Let’s spread this certain information (@quoth the raven acid, January 20, 2016).

Several direct misogynistic elements and an indirect hostility toward
women were found in the entries. One of the most striking examples among
the definitions of woman under the title of woman in the entries was that the
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woman was defined using diverse negative words, apart from the definition
of woman as another gender of human being. Considering those terms chosen
to describe women the descriptions used in 47 comments include such diverse
words as being, creature, living thing, name, life-form, and as a “cat-like
being, complex creature, name given to helpless assets, unqualified low live,
the world’s emptiest race, incomprehensible life form”. A categorization has
been made about women under the name “Kezban”, a female name, as one
of the stereotypes for Turkish women. Therefore, a coding was made under
the name of Kezban. Women were mentioned under the name of Kezban in a
total of 18 comments. According to the dictionary authors, Kezban is depicted
as an ugly woman who, as a result of her mother’s guidance, does not have
a relationship with someone before marriage, considers men as marriageable
prey, and whose main purpose is to subjugate men.

The extreme type of Kezo are those with hairy arms. Come on, if a Kezban is
beautiful, you can put up with her to a certain extent, yes, I'm sincere, there
are such beautiful Kezbans (usually they talk like children) that you can put
up with her to a certain extent, but those with hairy arms are Kezbans who live
with learned helplessness. They are not beautiful but they think that they are
princesses with an unnecessary arrogance with the flattery of older men and their
mothers (@turtelscanfly, May 8, 2013).

In addition to the classification of women under the name of Kezban,
another categorization was made about women in 23 comments. It was
observed in the entries assessed in this study that binary stereotypes suitable
for traditional discourse such as stupid—clever, beautiful-ugly, moral-
immoral, well-groomed—plain, goddess—mop, intellectual-marriage freak
were used to categorize women. An assessment of the entries also revealed
that women were classified as money-hungry, nagging, forgetful, complex,
and humanoid. The most dominant categorization of women was that of
“beautiful or ugly”, which is based on their appearance.

It is obvious that this race, which has weak friendship relations, has some cruel
friend criteria. Every woman has a lot of close friends, bros, sweethearts whom
she only believes to be ugly, but she tends to think that all girls other than her
are stupid and gossipy whores. This is because these women, who are rivals
in the natural environment, can only be found in her environment if they are
considered to be less attractive than her. This is why the perfect and exceptional
female subspecies, whose best friends are men, has been formed, in my opinion
(@limon kimyon zorro, February 7, 2013).
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Another categorization of women in the dictionary entries was about
the age of women. According to the coding carried out in this study, it was
determined that women were classified according to their age in a total of
seven comments. Accordingly, women who do not know themselves very
well at a young age and who become attractive for a relationship in middle
age were therefore said to fall into the category of good wives and mothers
after middle age. Along with this categorization of women according to age,
the interest of men in women was also categorized according to age. It was
stated in the assessed dictionary entries that men’s interest in women will
decrease as women age. It was stated that most women are gold diggers and
consider men as a trinket they can marry, especially after their 30s. While
women are limited according to different age ranges, one entry argued that
women will gain value as they age by making an ironic statement that a
70-year-old woman has a “glorious past” like Turkey.

Awoman aged between 15 and 25 years is like Africa, half discovered, half virgin.
A woman aged between 25 and 35 years is like America, completely discovered
and scientifically perfect.

A woman aged between 35 and 45 years is like India and Japan, very hot, wise
and beautiful.

A woman aged between 45 and 55 years is like France, war-damaged but still
attractive.

A woman aged between 55 and 60 years is like Germany, lost the war, but has
hope.

A woman aged between 60 and 70 years is like Russia, wide, quiet but no one
visits.

A woman older than 70 years is like Turkey, a glorious past but no future.. (@
antagonistanbul, January 30, 2015).

Another important discourse regarding women in participatory
dictionaries considers women as being perilous due to their unknown
nature. Therefore, men are instructed to stay away from women and to be
wary of them, even to the point of never trusting them. The unknown nature
of women was mentioned in 42 comments in the analyzed texts. Obscurity
and dangerous natures of women are expressed using several words such
as “strange, complex, dark continent”. It was stated that men should be
afraid of women because women are unpredictable. The complexity of the
nature of women was presented as the reason behind their unreliability, with
women being presented as sometimes mysterious, sometimes demonic, and
sometimes irrational beings.
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There are various theories about whether women are part of the human species,
or whether machines created by God. They have complications and functions.
The woman is the general name given to living things that are emotional beings
with a fast jaw structure, long hair, capable of giving birth to children, formerly
owned by bride price, for whose sake songs can be written and sung, who can
make men crawl, have invisible weapons, are called virgins before marriage, still
exists in types that can also function as dishwashers and washing machines, are
skilled in cooking, are identified with the secretarial profession, and have many
varieties in themselves such as mother-sister-crush-wife (@piremit, January 4,
2009).

Finally, it was observed in the assessed entries that men produce a
discourse by presenting themselves as victims, making themselves victims and
thereby rationalizing their hostility toward women. In the entries examined,
misogyny was rationalized in eight comments and this rationalization is
based on three main claims. First, that women dominate men because women
are very smart and beautiful and that they can make men do whatever they
want, but that they will ultimately and cruelly leave men because women
cannot be happy. Second, that it is useless to defend women since women
never support their own gender. Third, men do not consider women as pieces
of meat, but women deserve to be treated as pieces of meat because they reveal
themselves through their sexuality. An analysis of the misogyny rationalized
in the analyzed texts revealed that a total of 16 comments suggested that
women are never victimized and that, on the contrary, men are victimized
because of women: “Women are human beings tasked with persecuting men.
They play with our pure feelings in such a way that we become so brainless
that we believe in them every time” (@navalboy, March 27, 2012).

In summary, it was determined that several stereotypes related to gender
are produced in the entries under the title of women among those participant
dictionaries analyzed in this study, and that these stereotypes are produced
through the use of discriminatory language against women in order to
define them with negative qualifications, to describe the existence/identity
of women through the female genitals, to value women through beauty and
attractiveness, and to emphasize that the purpose of women's existence is to
please and serve men. In the entries, it was also stated that women can rid
themselves of their position as the inferior sex and be valued in the society
only when they gain the identity of “motherhood” and that women are
incomprehensible, unpredictable beings who should be managed by men.
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Discussion

In the dictionary entries under the title of women, it was found that the authors
both reflected stereotypes about gender and women from the past but also
reproduced such stereotypes by using them in daily life. In parallel to social
judgment, the woman is identified with the mother, and it was mentioned that
women can only rid themselves of their ostensibly bad nature if they become
a mother. The nature of women has been defined by several expressions with
negative adjectives such as evil, incomprehensible, greedy, liar, unreliable,
jealous, and overly emotional. It was found that the name Kezban was used to
describe unattractive women, as compared with the use of Stacy (Maxwell et
al. 2020), which is used by incels to describe beautiful women. In the assessed
entries, Kezban was also defined as a woman who refuses to have sex with a
man before marriage, is marriage freak, careless, and an undesirable woman.
The authors of the entries analyzed in this study defined women according to
maternal roles or the female genitals. It was determined that idealized beauty
from the perspective of capitalist ideology is processed as the reason for
women'’s love. Although the stereotype of a blonde stupid-sexy woman was
not mentioned, normal intelligence and beautiful women were considered
acceptable in the analyzed texts. Comparatively, the intelligent and beautiful
woman is mentioned as an object of fear, threatening the existence of men and
trying to take away male dominance. Women have been classified according
to both their age and their being evil/innocent.

The entries used a marginalizing discourse toward women, and women
were also marginalized as a non-human species through the use of words such
as “being”, “creature”, and “race”. The entries assessed also emphasized the
unknowable and unpredictable nature of women, and also stated that women
never deserve true love; they deserve ill-treatment as their unpredictability
will result in them leaving or cheating on men. It was claimed that men are
victims and the innocent party in male—female romantic relationships as
women will piteously deceive and abandon men. According to an analysis
of the entries, it can be said that, although each author describes their own
subjective experience, they nevertheless reach the common opinion that
women are their enemies. Re-circulating this misogynistic discourse that is
interwoven with stereotypes about gender in participatory dictionaries will
cause the generation who grew up with these dictionaries to be misogynistic
starting from an early age.

Developments in the means of communication are seen as a technological
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revolution (Benkler 2006; Castells 2008). Along with the emergence of new
media, the audience has turned into a content producer. Accordingly, there
has been an emergence of discussions in public spaces where everyone can
participate collectively. From personal blogs to social media and participatory
dictionaries, users have found the opportunity to express their opinions
freely within the new media ecosystem. As Volkmer (2003) claims, new
media, regarded as a tool for democratic participation, is defined as a space
where individuals interact in a global network. It was imagined that parties
and opinions that could not find a place in traditional media could speak out
through this new media — becoming a space that would protect the rights
of disadvantaged groups, serve in their favor, and be a true alternative to
the traditional media. However, the new media environment, shaped within
the capitalist discourse in global circulation, has turned into a space where
images of capitalist ideology regarding women and men, discrimination,
and hate speech are in circulation. Participatory dictionaries, which are part
of the new media environment, have come to the fore as one of the places
where discrimination against women, sexism, and misogynistic discourses
are produced.
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